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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36x48 

inch professional  poster. You can use it to create 

your research poster and save valuable time placing 

titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will 

guide you through the poster design process and 

answer your poster production questions.  

 

To view our template tutorials, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online 

to PosterPresentations.com. 
 

Need Assistance?  Call  us at 1.866.649.3004 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Using the placeholders 

To add text, click inside a placeholder on the poster 

and type or paste your text.  To move a placeholder, 

click it once (to select it).  Place your cursor on its 

frame, and your cursor will change to this symbol     

Click once and drag it to a new location where you 

can resize it.  

 

Section Header placeholder 

Click and drag this preformatted section header 

placeholder to the poster area to add another 

section header. Use section headers to separate 

topics or concepts within your presentation.  

 

 

 

Text placeholder 

Move this preformatted text placeholder to the 

poster to add a new body of text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture placeholder 

Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size 

it first, and then click it to add a picture to the 

poster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  

QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 

This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 

(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 

commonly asked questions specific to this template.  

If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 

template features may not work properly. 

 

Template FAQs 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 

Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 

preferred magnification. This template is at 100% 

the size of the final poster. All text and graphics will 

be printed at 100% their size. To see what your 

poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 

100% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics 

before you submit your poster for printing. 

 

 

Modifying the layout 

This template has four different  

column layouts.   Right-click  

your mouse on the background  

and click on LAYOUT to see the 

 layout options.  The columns in  

the provided layouts are fixed and cannot be moved 

but advanced users can modify any layout by going 

to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 

 

 

Importing text and graphics from external sources 

TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 

placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the 

left side of the template. Move it anywhere as 

needed. 

 

PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 

click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 

 

TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 

external document onto this poster template. To 

adjust the way the text fits within the cells of a 

table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, 

click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and 

change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25. 

 

 

Modifying the color scheme 

To change the color scheme of this template go to 

the DESIGN menu and click on COLORS. You can 

choose from the provided color combinations or 

create your own. 
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Geodeliberation is an advanced form of public participation where  

community members engage in  deliberative dialogue to express 

concerns, generate alternative solutions, and construct action plans 

for addressing geographical defined problems with significant 

controversy among stakeholders. Examples are urban planning, 

pipeline routing, and public service delivery [3].   

 

GeoDeliberation 

This dissertation focuses on the design of visual-computational 

facilitators and enablers that help address two fundamental problems 

that impede the practice of effective, large-scale geodeliberation [2, 

5]: 

1) Cognitive barrier. Deliberation requires the skills of critical 

thinking and logical reasoning that are qualitatively different from 

human everyday thinking, which often dominates over more 

reflective thought. How could technology help lessen the cognitive 

demand when making critical thinking and reasoned argument? 

2) Information barrier. Information in deliberation may include the 

problem, constraints of the problem, participants’ opinions, 

perspective by which opinions are evaluated, facts, and 

participants’ evaluation of opinions. The large amount of 

information and the complex relationships among information in 

large- scale deliberation is often beyond the limit of memory and 

attention sources of human cognition.  

 

Research Objectives 
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Dong Chen 

Enabling GeoDeliberation in Local Communities 

1) Briefing and Introduction 

o What’s the “good” practice of briefing (i.e. objective, brief, comprehensive, etc. 

to effectively set up initial common ground) and what tools could help? 

 Timeline to initiate and maintain common ground 

 Geographic annotations to provide spatial context 

o Who should contribute to and maintain problem briefing and how can 

computational methods help? 

 Role-based visualization 
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GeoDeliberator: Challenges and Preliminary Design Features 

1) Briefing and Introduction 
Nature of the problem, background, 

objectives, resources, constraints 

2) Issue-based storytelling 
Contribute personal knowledge, experiences, and stories. 

Gather ideas from individuals and associate them with issues 

3) Reasoned claims and arguments 
Participants express their opinions and arguments justified by logical 

analyses of evidences rooted in personal and scientific knowledge 

4) Public judgment and Common ground 
Develop mutual understanding, consolidating ideas, link private 
ideas and interests to from public judgment and shared values 

5) Collective action and Choices 
Generate alternative courses of actions 

together with evaluation 

o How to relate prior knowledge 

(existing documents, external 

online resources, etc.) to the 

current issue? 

 

2)  Issue-based storytelling 

o How to help participants recall their past experience? How visualization methods and spatial 

analysis methods can help relate the current issue with personal concerns? 

 Multimedia (maps, photos, videos) helps users recognize and recall past experience 

o How to assist people in expressing and conveying their (spatial) mental model? 

 Enabling users to freely draw and attach annotations to geographic features helps 

storytelling 

 

 

3)  Reasoned claims and arguments 

o How to encourage people to make rational arguments? 

 Build an award system by marking users’ posts 

o How to facilitate reasoned arguments under the limit of 

memory? 

 Drag other’s opinion for citation, without paraphrasing. 

 Personal information pool to store temporary references 

to arguments and external resources 

 

4)  Public judgment and Common ground 

o How to develop the sense of community and activity awareness [4] ? 

We apply Tree-based visualization of arguments helps structure 

internal information 

 Timeline provides an overview of the evolvement of deliberation 

o How to extract alternative solutions to the issue from argument 

pool? 

 Topic modeling and opinion mining techniques help categorize 

solution options 

 

 

 

 

Research Plan 

I just passed here yesterday. I tried to find a parking place. However I just couldn’t! I 
went all the way to the parking lot but it was full! Then I had to go back and finally 
found a place along Atherton St. That’s the current situation of parking in downtown. 
And when it is during football season, it would be even more crazy!! I strongly 
recommend building a new parking lot here. 

Dong said: It should be changed to a parking lot as there is not enough 

parking space in downtown 

7 69 4 1 0 

Tom against Dong: It only encourages people to drive more often!  

Mike against Dong: There is another big parking lot nearby. No need 

to build another one here. 
Christina against Dong: I don’t like construction in downtown. It only 

causes traffic jam!  
James against Dong: I only bike or walk. I can’t see the use of parking 

lot here. After all, land in downtown is quite valuable. 

Jack against Dong: It only encourages people to drive more often!  

Your Notebook 

Dong said: This  should be 

changed to a parking lot… 

Jack against Dong: it only 

encourages people to… 

Drag to Notebook 

Drag to Cite 

Thread View 

Dong: This 
should be set… 

Mike: I don’t 
agree. This is … 

Tom: It only 
encourages … 

Mike: I don’t 
agree. This is … 

James: This 
should be set… 

Jack: You are 
right. I feel … 

Dong: I don’t 
think so as … 

Mike: I back you 
up! Yesterday … 

5) Collective action and Choices 

o How to weigh various alternatives against 

people’s values explicitly? 

o How can visualization and spatial analysis 

tools help make collective decision? 

o Is there anything the system can do to track 

and evaluate the action to be implemented? 

 

 Use hyperlinks to refer 

to geographic features 

and external resources 

o How can geospatial analytical tools help people make reasoned 

spatial decision-making? 

 Visualization of relationships among geographic features 

mentioned in deliberation 

o How to expose various (opposing) opinions to participants? [6] 

 Search engine to find opposing opinions and recommendation 

system to push them to participants 

Extending GeoDeliberator platform with information and analytic 
support that helps the participants in expressing concerns and 
making judgment.    
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